Meeting of the European Charter of Rural Communities

Nadur, 22-25" September 2011

Demographic development in rural areas.
Aging and decrease of the population and the effects of the
liveability in the villages

Workshop 1- 23" September (9.30 — 11.30am.)

The introduction to this conference was delivered by Mr Anton Tabone, a political
figure for the past thirty years. He presented the unique situation of Nadur, situated
on the smaller sister island of Gozo. Mr. Tabone gave a brief history of the political
development which has taken place in Gozo between 1960 and today, from there
being aregional committee to the present day Ministry for Gozo. During his
discussion the former speaker of the House of Representatives who hails from Gozo
tackled the issues of :

Double insularity
Regionalism
Peripheral policy



All these issues have effected the demographic devel opment of the island of Gozo in
general. Due to these issues Nadur is passing through the phenomena of an aging
population. The talk presented by Mr. Tabone presented suggestions as to how to
minimize the problems associated with double insularity, regionalism and periphera
policy. He further discussed issues as to how to promote Gozo as aliveable place and
So attract younger people to return to their home island. Among these suggestions
were:

The communciation problem

The need for the Maltese government to give Gozo aregiona government so
that it can focus on the needs of the island.

The need for the central government to focus more on the creation of specific
economic and socia policies from which Gozo as an island can benefit from.

The floor was opened for discusssion. Although there are different situationsin all
the countries represented in the meeting, the problem of insularity was common for
all. The country closest to our experience was Lefkara

After ashort break during which the discussion continued among the representatives
of the different countries, the CEO of Gozo Tourism Authority presented the theme
on the importance of tourism for our island and the possibility of creating job
opportunities for young people. He categorized the types of tourism present in Gozo.
Research shows that few tourists choose Gozo as their main destination and so few
jobs opportunities are created. Furthermore tourism in Gozo is seasonal and so the
jobs created do not carry enough stability for the younger generation.



After the delivery of the paper, the small groups identified the problems of
liveability in their respective areas and discussed the positive and negative aspects of
living in arural communities. They also focused on the need to create job
opportunities which would support and respect the identiy of each village. Those
present had the opportunity to share best practices done in their locality.

Thetheme of creating new job opportunites for the island using the existing resources
and respecting what is unique for arural community continued with two visits to two
local enterprizes. Delegates visited local factories which specialize in the production
of food grown locally. During the second visit, the delagation saw the process of olive
pressing. The delegation was shown a presentation on how the enterprize started,

then they were given a detailed tour around the factory. At the end they did some food
and olive oil tasting.

On the 24" the delegation paid avisit to the Minsitry for Gozo. During the meeting
the Minster explained how the central government helps the local councilsto create
job opportunities and promote their locality. The delegation also explained the
different situations in their respective locality. The presedent of the Charter gave a
brief description of the organisation of the Charter of Rural Communities.



After the visit to the Ministry for Gozo the delegation participated in an organized
country walk around Nadur. Thisinitiative was taken by alocal resident who
promotes agrotourism as an attraction in our village. The delegation had the
possibility to learn about the flora and fauna of our locality, they also tasted some
prickly pears — afirst experience for some. Thistype of tourism if promoted well can
attract more peopleto visit our locality. After the walk the delegation enjoyed a
traditional meal in afarmhouse.

In the afternoon there was the second workshop:

Workshop 2 — Saturday 24" September

This workshop focused on demographic increase or decrease in Nadur compared with
the other member states - thus showing similarities and differences of each locality.
Thetitle of thisworkshop was. Nadur Population Dynamics. I ncrease or
Decrease? Mr Daniel Meilak, a graduate from the University of Malta aresident of
Nadur gave a brief historical analysis of population growth between 1667 -1987. He
made the following general observations:

- Between 1901 and 1911 there was an increase of 15% in population growth.
Thiswas due to the fact that during this time there was the need of more
employment in Gozo due to large projects such as the building of the
breakwater.

The golden age of Nadur was after WW?2 — the village went through a baby
boom and there was an increase of 19.3% the largest increase ever recorded.
Theissue of emigration in the 1950's resulted in a decrease by 15.8%



The seminar continued with an evaluation of the current dynamics of population
growth. From the paper the following conclusion were drawn:

Between 1995 and 2005 the rate of increase slowed down although it was il
increasing. This was compared to other localities present for the meeting. Except for
Lefkaraall recorded anincrease. At this point Lefkara presented a power point
presentation on this matter and the floor was open for discussion.

The speaker then asked the question on the factors which affect population increase or
decrease. The following factors were pointed by those present:

The chief problem is emigration. This comes as a result of the economic situation.
Today in Nadur we are facing interna migration when young people are settling on
the main island of Malta due to job opportunites. The double insularity issue was re
opened as this point by those present.

There is aso the factor of the generation gap. Y oung people feel restrained living in a
rural community which has maintained her traditional values and so they tend to
escape.

Property prices was another factor.

Those present also tackled the question: ‘where are we heading? The following
suggested were presented:

The need to find a balance between maintaining our characteristics and values
and at the same time provideing an environment which is open for growth.

The need to provide more entartainment for the younger generation. The local
councils and the central government need to invest more in the improvement
of educational and sportsfacilities

Increasing job opportunitiesin the area. There was a suggestion that better
transport facilities with the outside world can help increase the population
growth.

Need to plan more tourism for our localities — creating incentives and
maintaing our historical cultural and natura sites. More publicity of our
locality. Both Stary Prodvorov and Lassee said how the building of new
accomodations increased employment in their locality.

Property development and price management are also crucial. Those present
said that it is important to create a bal ance between the maintaiance of the
local identity and the need to modernize.



Conclusion: 25™ September

During this session a summary of what had been discussed was presented. The
delegates had the time and opportunity to add their comments and clarify their ideas.
It was agreed that as a members of the Charter of Rural Communities, all must put
great commitment to continue to work in favour of the liveabilty in our villages. As
closure we organised a small ceremony. We invited the Parliamentary Secretary for
the Local Councils who was also the person who applied Nadur to be a member of the
Charter and Rural Communities. He congratul ated the Charter for its commitment in
working on thisimportant theme and augered that the results are fruitful and positive.
The session ended with around of pastizzi - alocal traditional snack very popular
among the Gozitans and must say even among our guests.



